
 

Frequently Asked Questions for GTC Speakers 

If my talk is accepted, what will NVIDIA need from me? 

What do I need to know about onsite logistics? 

What happens after the conference? 

NVIDIA’s GPU Technology Conference (GTC) is the epicenter of visual computing and GPU technology 
innovation. This four-day conference attracts over 4,000 highly qualified industry attendees, who come to 
learn, innovate, connect and discover how GPUs are changing the face of industry. If you use NVIDIA GPUs in 
your work, you should attend GTC to tell your story, share your knowledge and meet like-minded people—
or, even better, unlike-minded people—who can stimulate your thinking.  

If my talk is accepted, what will NVIDIA need from me?  

Speaker Requirements 

All new speakers to GTC need to be vetted. You can provide video evidence of past presenting engagements 

or make an appointment to run through your presentation with a member of the GTC content team over 

Skype. 

Speaker training is offered to all GTC speakers. If you wish to participate, please contact the GTC content 

team at GTC_Content@nvidia.com. 

Past speakers with a low speaker rating from previous GTC conferences will be required to take GTC 

speaker training before being confirmed as a speaker at future GTC events. 

What is the registration process for speakers? 

Once your submission has been accepted, registration for an All-Access Conference pass will be completed 

on your behalf and you will receive an email confirmation from the GTC Registration Team at 

GTC_registration@nvidia.com. 

During GTC, pick up your conference badge at the designated speaker registration desk, located on the 

street level of the convention center near the main lobby entrance. Early badge pick-up is available 

between 17:00 and 20:00 on the day before the conference opens. 

Will I need to reenter my registration account when I’m on site? 

To ensure that you get the meals you require, you will need to fill out a “meal request form” online. We 

will also need to know what size t-shirt you want. 
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Does my co-presenter get a complimentary pass, too? 

Yes, co-presenters also receive a complimentary All-Access Conference pass. If you need an assistant to help 

run your session, they will receive a complimentary session pass that allows them to come only to your 

session. 

I can no longer attend the conference; can I have a colleague present my talk? 

Notify the GTC content team at GTC_Content@nvidia.com of your desire to have a substitute speaker. Once 

approval has been obtained from the GTC Content Team for the presenter substitution, the complimentary 

pass will be transferred to the replacement presenter. 

Do you offer any discounts for colleagues or friends?  

Yes, they can receive 20% off any conference pass with the discount code: FF16S20.  

Can I bring my partner or spouse to the conference? 

A single-session pass to attend your talk only will be provided upon prior written request. No other 

conference privileges are included. Should your invitee wish to attend other parts of the conference, any 

conference pass may be purchased online at a 20% discount.Use discount code FF16S20. Passes to the GTC 

Party are available for purchase for $75 each. 

Do I need a visa for my travel to GTC? 

Review the U.S. Visa Application Procedures to determine if a visa is required for your trip.  

Are there any hotel discounts? 

Special hotel rates have been negotiated for conference attendees, but space is limited at this price so 

reserve early on the GTC_Hotel page. Details will be available in October 2015. 

PRESENTATION 

How long should my talk last? 

 A 25-minute talk should provide attendees with concise, focused content on a specific topic or 
aspect of a broader topic. Your presentation should be 20 minutes long and allow 5 minutes of Q&A. 

 A 50-minute talk should provide attendees with an expansive discussion of a topic. It should cover 
two or more areas of a broad technical topic or provide a detailed overview or case study of the 
topic. Your presentation should be 40-45 minutes long and allow 5-10 minutes of Q&A. 

 A 50-minute panel is an interactive grouping of experts discussing a topic that is best covered from 
multiple viewpoints. Panels are at their best when they are interactive and allow for questions 
during the panel. 

mailto:GTC_Content@nvidia.com
http://www.gputechconf.com/us-visa-application-procedure


 

 An 80-minute tutorial provides attendees with in-depth coverage of a technical topic. Ideally, 
tutorials are interactive, allowing attendees to ask questions a few times during the session.  

 

Can I have multiple co-presenters at my talk? 

We require one speaker for a 25-minute talk; two speakers may be accepted for a 50-minute talk if you can 
demonstrate the necessity of their role in the presentation. A 50-minute panel should have no more than five 
speakers and an 80-minute tutorial no more than three speakers. 

How many slides should I have in my deck? 

 A 25-minute talk should have no more than 25 slides 

 A 50-minute talk should have no more than 45 slides 

 An 80-minute talk should have no more than 65 slides 

 

The first slide should have the title of your talk, the name of your organization, and your name and title. 
The last slide should have your contact details. The presentation should not be a sales pitch. 

Can I compare NVIDIA’s products to competitors’ products? 

Yes. We encourage your presentation to be relevant and of value to attendees. If your presentation requires 

a comparative analysis with NVIDIA’s competitors, we welcome an open discussion. 

Will my talk be recorded? 

Yes. Your talk will be recorded and we require you to sign a speaker’s agreement that will give us 

permission to post your presentation to our website. 

How will I know if I am running out of time?  

The session or room chair will give you 5-, 3- and 1-minute warnings. There is also a timer on the speaker 

podium. 

Where do I tell people to meet me if they want to talk further about my presentation? 

There are no dedicated areas for speakers meeting rooms but there are plenty of lounge areas throughout 

the conference that can be used for meetings. 

What format should my presentation be in? 

Your presentation should be in PowerPoint. You should bring your presentation on a USB stick in both PPT 

and PDF format, as well as any video files you want to include. You should let the AV and Tech person in the 



 

room know if your presentation includes a video. Please also include any special font packs specific to your 

presentation for correct type formatting.  

Will I be provided with a PowerPoint template or can I use my own? 

All speakers are encouraged to use their organization’s PPT template. If you work for NVIDIA, you will 

receive a corporate template in advance, which must be used.  

What aspect ratio should my slides be? 

Your slides should be 16 x 9. 

Will my presentation be preloaded in the room before my talk? 

Yes, the final copy of your PDF presentation will be uploaded to the room you’re speaking in. As a backup, 

we ask that you bring a copy of your presentation on a USB stick or on your laptop to the room.  

Do you provide a confidence monitor and will it show my notes? 

No. We do not provide a confidence monitor in the room. The presentation laptop can be configured to run 

in mirror mode or extended desktop. Extended desktop will allow PowerPoint to show “presenter mode,” 

which will show notes on the laptop display. However, other programs such as PDF viewer may not be 

compatible. 

I’m a first-time speaker at GTC. Do I need to do anything special? 

Yes. You need to make a rehearsal appointment with the GTC Content Team at GTC_Content@nvidia.com. 

You may be required to take Speaker Training if you cannot provide us with video of your past 

presentation(s). 

Do you have tips for a great presentation? 

Tips for great presentations: 

 Have a clear takeaway message for your audience 

 Make sure you use a strong opening hook 

 Order your points so they follow naturally in the sequence of your talk 

 Add images to help tighten transitions and augment your stories 

 Craft a great closing story  

 Rehearse and practice in front of real audiences for several weeks 
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Enhance any presentation by: 

 

 Sharing why you do something, not just what you do 

 With text, less is almost always more 

 Editing for a consistent look and feel 

 Ask yourself: Is your talk worth spreading? Does it have the potential to go viral? 

 Make sure you tell a story. Take the audience on a journey with you. 

 Always present a fresh take or a new angle on an old topic. Make sure you tell your story in a new 

way. 

 

Draft Presentation 

What is the deadline for submitting my draft presentation? 

If you don’t submit your draft slides by February 26, 2016, or if your slides do not comply with our minimum 

standards, the GTC Content Committee reserves the right to decline your presentation. 

What are the advantages of submitting a draft presentation early in the process? 

We can give you valuable feedback that will enhance your presentation and keep it relevant to your 

listeners. Based on our survey data, speakers who follow our guidelines earn very high speaker ratings. 

Final Presentation 

When is my final presentation due? 

You MUST submit your FINAL presentation by April 1st. We will provide the link to the portal via email at 
the end of March. 
 
What if my talk has confidential information? 

 
Please edit out all sensitive or confidential information from the presentation before you submit your final 
version to the content coordinators situated in the speakers lounge. 

 
What if I do NOT want my talk to be record or presentation to be posted? 

 
Please let us know well in advance of the conference if you do not want to be recorded or do not want 
your PDF presentation posted. 

 

How should I name my PDF file when I give my final version to the GTC content coordinators? 



 

Please name the file using your session ID number, followed by your first name and last name (for example: 

S5000_JohnDoe.pdf).  

What do I need to know about onsite logistics? 

What should I do when I arrive at the convention center?  

Badge pick-up will be available starting Sunday, April 3, 2016, from 16:00-20:00. Registration hours are from 

8:00-18:00 all other days. Proceed to the speaker counter in Registration on the street level of the 

convention center to receive your badge. Photo ID will be required. Next, proceed to the Speaker Ready 

Room to drop off your final presentation PDF and receive your speaker gift. 

Who will be my contact at the room where I present? 

Every room has a dedicated chairperson who will introduce you to the audience, assist in your setup and 

introduce you to the AV tech team. At least two weeks before the conference, you will be contacted by 

your chairperson. That person will meet you outside the room 15 minutes prior to your talk and will run 

through logistics.  

SPEAKER ROOM SET-UP  

How big is the room that I will present in and how many people can I expect? 

Session rooms are typically set for about 140 people, but may be set for more or less depending on your 

topic and how many people signed up to attend. 

Is there a rehearsal or tech room for me to do a dry run of my talk? 

Yes. The Speaker Tech Room is located in the speakers lounge. You will be scheduled for a technical run-

through and expected to submit your final presentation at that time. In addition, you may pick up your 

speaker gift. 

When should I arrive at the room? 

Transitions from one speaker to the next are tight, so you need to arrive at the room in which you are 

presenting at least 15 minutes prior to your talk.  

If you are a new speaker at GTC, please make sure you run through your presentation in the Speaker Tech 

Room provided at the speakers lounge. The room will be set up exactly like an actual speaker room. 

How long do I have to vacate the room at the end of my talk?  



 

You should time your talk before you give your presentation to ensure you keep within your allotted time. 

Once your time is up, vacate the room immediately. The next speaker will already be there to set up for 

the next talk. Please respect the next speaker’s time.  

Will there be any technical support in the room where I present? 

Yes. Each room has a dedicated technical support and AV person to assist with any last-minute glitches, 

record your talk and help with any connectivity you may require. 

What AV equipment will be provided?  

 Standard audio projector, native resolution at 1920x1080p @60hz 

 Stereo audio system with a wireless Lavalier mic 

 Projection screen with a 16:9 aspect ratio (screen size appropriate for room) 

 AV switcher capable of handling up to (4x) digital DVI, HDMI and 4(x) analog VGA connections (up to 

1920x1200@60hz resolution). All resolutions will be scaled to 1920x1080. Resolutions that are not 

16:9 aspects will either have “letterboxing” or “pillarboxing” to maintain aspect ratio. 

 Wireless presentation remote 

 

Standard Presentation Systems  

 15" display at 1920x1080 resolution 

 Intel Core i7 CPU 

 NVIDIA GPU 

 4GB, DDR3-1333 MHz memory 

 8X DVD +/- RW optical drive 

 Windows 7 64-bit Enterprise OS 

 Microsoft Office 2013 (includes PowerPoint) 

 Outputs: VGA, HDMI (full size), mini DP 

 
Is there internet in the room? 
 
Each room has a 10Mbps hard wired connection (shared bandwidth up to 1 gigabit). You can connect one 
device. If you need any other device, let us know so we can plan for a switch. The bandwidth information 
required depends upon the upload and download speeds. 
 

What if I need special or additional equipment? 

If you require any additional equipment or bandwidth, put in a written request to GTC_Content@nvidia.com 

by February 22, 2016.  
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Can I use my Mac laptop? 

Yes. You can hook up your own Mac to the projector; we can supply the necessary dongles. Please 

remember to bring your own power supply. 

What happens after the conference? 

Can I get a list of the people who attended my talk? 

No, we do not send attendee details to speakers. 

How will I know how well my talk went and when do I get the feedback? 

Audiences can rate and comment on sessions. On your last slide, as well as putting your contact details, 

encourage attendees to provide feedback by asking them to complete the presenter evaluation on the GTC 

mobile app. Prizes will be given to speakers with the highest number of evaluations. We will send you your 

session ratings and comments. Highly rated speakers are offered other speaking opportunities with NVIDIA.  

Your presentation will be weighted and your score will be part of the selection process in future GTC 

conferences. 

 


